
What famous computer person(s)

I Had their first publication in Mad magazine?

I Won a famous prize also won by Jane Goodall, Noam
Chomsky, and John Cage? (Kyoto)

I Won a famous prize also won by the chemist Linus Pauling,
physicist John Bardeen, economist Herbert Simon, and the
astronomer James van Allen? (NMS)

I Proudly puts an INTERCAL program they wrote on their
home page? (Abandon sanity)

I Dedicated their first book to a computer “in remembrance of
many pleasant evenings”?

I Instead of celebrating their 65th birthday, celebrated their
millionth ((1000000)2 = 64 birthday)?

I Along with Richard Stallman and Linus Torvalds is regarded
as one of the three pioneers of open-source software?

I Introduced big-O notation to the computer science
community?

http://www.inamori-f.or.jp/KyotoPrizes/contents_e/laureates/kp_pastidx.html
http://www.tbp.org/pages/whoweare/DistinguishedMembers/Science.cfm
http://catb.org/~esr/intercal/
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What famous computer person(s)

I Is responsible for the quote “Beware of bugs in the above
program. I have only proved it correct, not tried it”?

I Has a common colloquial first name, that, typed into Google,
returns their homepage as the first of the 336,000,000 other
pages containing the term? (Try It!)

I Revolutionized the field of digital typography? (More than
90% of the world’s computer science, mathematics, and
physics journals and textbooks are written using the system.)
(TUG)

I Was the first recipient of the ACM Grace Murray Hopper
award?

I Has the most prestigious prize in theoretical computer science
named after them, even though they are still alive?

I Gives monetary rewards for the first finder of any error, no
matter how trivial, in their programs or published work?

http://www.google.ca/search?hl=en&q=don&btnG=Google+Search&meta=
http://www.tug.org/
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Yes, it is Donald Ervin Knuth

I Author of 22 books and 160 journal papers. His most famous
book is “The Art of Computer Programming.”

I Inventor of algorithms and studies fundamental to a variety of
areas in CS:

I AI: Analysis of α - β pruning.
I Computational biology: KMP (Knuth-Morris-Pratt)

string-matching algorithm.
I Compilers and programming: LR(k) parsing, literate

programming.
I Testing and verification: Empirical study of FORTRAN

programs.
I Automatic Theorem Proving: Knuth-Bendix completion

algorithm.
I Algebraic combinatorics: Knuth-Robinson-Schensted

algorithm.
I Analysis of Algorithms: In a sense founded the field.

Originator and popularizer of many familiar terms: e.g.,
preorder, inorder, postorder.
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Don Knuth, continued

I Founder of the Journal of Algorithms and the Electronic
Journal of Combinatorics (first and still best electronic
journal, imho).

I Quote by Alan Kay:
When I was at Stanford with the AI project [in the late 1960s] one of the things we used to do every

Thanksgiving is have a computer programming contest with people on research projects in the Bay area.

The prize I think was a turkey. [John] McCarthy used to make up the problems. The one year that Knuth

entered this, he won both the fastest time getting the program running and he also won the fastest

execution of the algorithm. He did it on the worst system with remote batch called the Wilbur system.

And he basically beat the shit out of everyone. When they asked him, “How could you possibly do this?”

He answered: “When I learned to program, you were lucky if you got five minutes with the machine a day.

If you wanted to get the program going, it just had to be written right. So people just learned to program

like it was carving stone. You sort of have to sidle up to it. That’s how I learned to program.”
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Humour



Richard M. Stallman, Linus Thorvalds [sic], and Donald E. Knuth
engage in a discussion on whose impact on the computerized world was
the greatest.

Stallman: “God told me I have programmed the best editor in the
world!”
Thorvalds: “Well, God told me that I have programmed the best
operating system in the world!”
Knuth: “Wait, wait - I never said that.”

— Erik Meltzer, rec.humor.funny
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Want to know more?

I His web pages at Stanford. (link)

I The “all questions answered” sessions are always interesting.
(Oslo)

I I like what he had to say about software patents. (txt)

http://www-cs-faculty.stanford.edu/~knuth/
http://www.tug.org/TUGboat/Articles/tb23-3-4/tb75knuth.pdf
http://lpf.ai.mit.edu/Patents/knuth-to-pto.txt

